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AMERICAN AVOCET (Recurvirostra americana)

At approximately 7:30 AM on May 7, 1989 while standing at
the south end of Gull Point on Presque Isle State Park during a
snow storm I saw a large shorebird suddenly appear out of the
storm, I alerted Ed Kwater, who was standing several feet from
me, to the approaching bird, and we both readily identified it
as an American Avocet by the time it landed along the edge of the
water within 50 feet of us,

The bird was large - larger than the Willets we had seen in
this same area the day before. The bill was long and upturned
and quite thin. The entire head and long neck were orange-brown
with a distintive white eyering and white around the base of the
bill, The bold black and white pattern on the folded wings was
diagnostic, contrasting sharply with the neck. The underside was
white. The legs were long (as long as the neck) and were blue-
gray, When the bird flew the pattern of the black scapulars on
a white back and the black primaries with black greater coverts
separating the white lesser coverts from secondaries were clearly
visible, The bird called once at it flew away into the snow storm

a very loud and clear "wheet" or "whit", The Avocet was present
for less than 5 minutes, Visibility was good at less than
75 feet and poor to zero at morsthan 200 feet. 10 X 40 Zeiss
Dyalyt Binoculars were used for observing the bhird.

Jerry McWilliams
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